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School of Public Health Pilot Award – Ride Share
2026 Request for Applications

Program Overview: The School of Public Health (SOPH) Office of Research (OOR) invites faculty to submit applications for the 2026 Ride Share Pilot Award. The Ride Share Award is a $50,000 SOPH pilot award designed to align with the SOPH Office of Research’s programmatic initiatives focused on fostering interdisciplinary collaborations and mentorship opportunities among SOPH faculty members. 
Research Focus: Public health plays a critical role in improving the health of populations and their communities. As communities face evolving public health challenges including escalating burden of communicable and non-communicable diseases, reduced longevity and poor quality of life, health disparities, and environmental threats, interdisciplinary approaches are needed to address these public health challenges. 
Goal: To advance a team science approach by supporting a research project that addresses impactful scientific questions and generates compelling preliminary data to support a subsequent competitive application to federal funding agencies, including the National Institutes of Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Department of Defense, National Science Foundation, et cetera.
Key Dates:
RFA Released							April 23, 2026
Application Due Date						June 15, 2026
Notification of Award						July 6, 2026
Funding Period						July 13, 2026 - September 30, 2027

Eligibility: Funding is available to a Research Team that includes the following key personnel: 
· Applicants: At least two faculty members with Early-Stage Investigator [terminal degree completed <10 years ago who has not previously served as PI for a funded R01 (or equivalent)] or New Investigator [not previously served as PI for a funded R01 (or equivalent)] status (see also NIH policy topics) who hold a primary, full-time appointment within the School of Public Health. These individuals will serve as multiple principal investigators (mPIs). 
*Designate one mPI as the contact PI on the submission materials. 
· Research Mentor: At least one faculty member with an established research portfolio who has previously competed successfully for a federally funded research award who holds a primary, full-time appointment within the School of Public Health.
Note. The inclusion of other key personnel is encouraged based on study-specific need, but it is not required. 
The Research Team (mPIs and research mentor) should demonstrate a strong record of scholarly productivity, including peer-reviewed publications and prior experience on extramural research awards, commensurate with their career stage. Collaborative applications that bridge SOPH departments or disciplines and align with the strategic research priorities of the SOPH are especially encouraged. 
Funding and Review Process: The SOPH Office of Research will support one award of up to $50,000 in direct costs for an award period from July 13, 2026 through September 30, 2027. Funds are intended to support research-related expenses such as personnel (e.g., research staff or trainees), data collection and analysis, supplies, and other allowable project costs; however, funds may not be used to cover faculty salary support or effort. Applications will undergo a competitive peer-review process using criteria aligned with NIH study section review guidance. Priority will be given to proposals that demonstrate strong scientific merit, feasibility within the project period, and clear potential to generate preliminary data for future extramural funding.
Award Budget: Application budgets are limited to $50,000 in direct costs.
Allowable Costs: 
· Personnel costs for research staff and students
· Research-related expenses, including data acquisition, transcription of qualitative interviews, and materials required for intervention implementation 
· Computing-related expenses (e.g., software licenses, data storage), when well justified as essential to the proposed research; such requests will be evaluated as part of the budget review 
Unallowable Costs: 
· Indirect costs are not allowed 
· Faculty salary support or effort is not allowed
· Travel costs are limited to $3,000 
· Equipment costs are limited to $3,000 
Application Procedure & Instructions: Applications must be submitted electronically through the online submission form on the SOPH Office of Research website no later than 5:00 p.m. on June 15, 2026. All application materials should be compiled into a single PDF and adhere to the formatting and content guidelines outlined in this announcement; incomplete or late submissions will not be considered. Applications will undergo administrative review for completeness and eligibility prior to a formal scientific review conducted by the SOPH Office of Research in collaboration with the Research Advisory Committee. Applicants may be contacted for clarification during the review process, and final funding decisions will be based on review scores, and programmatic priorities.
· Research Plan (limited to 4 pages, excluding references) should include the following paragraphs: Page 1: Specific Aims; Pages 2-4  Significance & Innovation, and Approach (including any preliminary data and research design);
· Statement that directly links the Ride Share Award to a subsequent submission to federal agency (also include targeted grant submission deadline);  
· Study timeline;
· Budget and Budget Justification;  
· Overall Structure of the Study Team, including at least one mentor; 
· Multiple Principal Leadership Plan (limited to 3 pages) that specifies the contact mPI and addresses: 1) rationale for the MPI mechanism, 2) roles and responsibilities of each PI, 3) plan for decisions on scientific direction and resource allocation, and 4) plan for resolution of any conflicts; and
· NIH Biosketch for all key personnel - New Format (limit 5 pages) 
Acceptance: Acceptance of pilot funding will require the PI to adhere to a plan for submitting a grant to an extramural funding agency, to present a research seminar during an Office of Research Event, and to report research progress quarterly to the School of Public Health Office of Research. 
Questions: For questions about eligibility or application submissions, contact SOPH Office of Research SOPHResearch@uab.edu or 205-934-3928.
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