
Office of Sponsored Programs
Phone: (205) 934 - 5266 
Email: osp@uab.edu 

Cost Sharing Commitment 1 Form Version: 2.19.2021 

COST SHARING COMMITMENT FORM 
Cost sharing indicates the use of institutional funds to supplement a sponsor's support of a project. This form should be used for cost 
sharing commitments in proposal budgets and must be submitted to the Office of Sponsored Programs (OSP) along with the 
proposal and the UAB Extramural Support Checklist. Please refer to page 2 for definitions. Your proposal cannot be processed 
unless this form is submitted for projects that involve cost sharing. If this is a revision of a previously submitted cost sharing 
commitment form, please provide documentation (a revised budget and / or a letter to the sponsor). 

Principal Investigator OSP Assigned No. 

Contact Person Email Phone 

Project Title 

Sponsor Name Sponsor Project ID 

Project Period Budget Period GA Acct 

Mandatory Amount 
Required by Sponsor 

+ Voluntary Amount
Quantified in Proposal

= Total 
Amount 

Cost Sharing Consists of: GL String 
Budget Period 

Amount 

Total Project 

Period Amount 1 

☐ Salary + Fringe

☐ Supplies 

☐ Travel 

☐ Other Expenses 

☐ Equipment 

☐ Subcontracts 

☐ F&A Reimbursement Cost Shared by Unit 

☐ In-kind F&A (Unfunded Indirects on MCS account) 

Subtotal 

☐ Other Proposed Cost Sharing 

1 Complete this column for New, Competing Continuations/Renewal applications. For Non-Competing Continuation/Continuation 
applications only complete this column if they have undergone any changes to alter these amounts. 

Federal and Non-Federal awards may not be utilized as cost sharing unless otherwise approved by both sponsors. 
The University strongly discourages cost sharing of equipment and space. 

Justification 

Signatures 

Principal Investigator Date Chairman Date 

Dean Date 

Dean and Chairman: Signing this form represents verification that the source (general ledger) account numbers provided are 
currently valid and guarantees that funds are readily available to cost share towards the referenced project upon award. 

If in-kind cost sharing is involved, please complete the In-Kind Cost Sharing Contribution Report. If multiple account numbers are 
used, as a source of cost sharing, please use a separate form for each department. 



Office of Sponsored Programs
Phone: (205) 934 - 5266 
Email: osp@uab.edu 

Cost Sharing Commitment  2 Form Version: 02.19.2021

COST SHARING DEFINITIONS 

Cost sharing is the cost of a project not borne by the sponsor. Cost sharing, also known as “matching” or “institutional 
support” is all contributions, including cash, in-kind and third party contributions. To be eligible for cost sharing, 
contributed costs must meet the same requirements as direct-charged project costs; the costs must be allowable, 
verifiable, reasonable, and necessary for the performance of the project. 

A sponsor may require UAB to contribute to the cost of a project (Mandatory) or UAB may choose to offer to cost share 
a portion of the project cost (Voluntary). Once cost sharing is included in the proposal (Mandatory or Voluntary) and 
accepted by the sponsor it becomes legally binding Mandatory Cost Sharing and is subject to audit. 

When the project is funded, the cost sharing commitment funds specified on the form will be transferred by Grants and 
Contracts Accounting from the source (GL) account indicated to a mandatory cost sharing account linked to the project. 
Failure to provide the level of cost sharing reflected in the approved and awarded budget may result in the termination 
of the award, disallowance of costs and / or refund of funds to the sponsor by UAB. 

Cost sharing has a profound impact on the institution's budget. Whether cost sharing is mandated by the sponsor or is 
voluntarily contributed, the institution must provide the resources needed to meet the cost sharing requirement. 

In-Kind Contributions are the value of third party non-cash contributions. Examples of in-kind contributions include the 
fair market value of volunteer services (other than by university employees), donated supplies, donated equipment 
(normally depreciation thereon), the donated use of non-university space (fair rental value), or the donated use of non-
university equipment (fair rental value). The form for reporting in-kind cost sharing is located on the Office of Sponsored 
Programs website (click here). 

For National Science Foundation (NSF), mandatory cost sharing requirements will be clearly identified in the solicitation 
and must be included on Line M of the proposed budget. The proposed mandatory cost sharing cannot exceed the 
amount specified in the solicitation. Any inclusion of voluntary cost sharing for NSF is strictly prohibited. 

The official UAB Cost Sharing Policy is available at: https://www.uab.edu/financialaffairs/policies

https://www.uab.edu/research/home/images/documents/osp/forms/In-Kind_Cost_Sharing_Contribution_Report.pdf
https://www.uab.edu/financialaffairs/policies
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