
ESL Teacher Certification 

and ESL Graduate Degrees

ESL Teacher Certification, PK-12
Alabama State Department of Education (ALSDE)

Add-on: Approved at UAB by ALSDE in 2000                    

(ALSDE discontinued this approach 

to ESL certification in 2008) 

Class A: Approved at UAB in 2002
MAEd to teach ESL (for PK-12 teachers 

certified in other teaching fields)

Class A Alternative: Approved at UAB in 2003
Alternative MAEd to teach ESL (for 

pre-service PK-12 teachers)

Class AA: Approved at UAB in 2012
EdS to teach ESL (for teachers who 

hold Class A certification in ESL)

Graduate Degrees to Teach ESL
UAB Graduate School

Master of Arts in Education (MAEd)

Traditional Track: teaching ESL in grades PK-12

(for teachers with Class B certification seeking Class A) 

Alternative Track: teaching ESL in grades PK-12
(for pre-service teachers seeking initial certification)

TESOL Track: teaching ESL to adult language learners  

(for teachers not seeking PK-12 certification)

Educational Specialist (EdS): after a master’s

Certification Track: includes Class AA certification

For teachers with Class A certification in ESL 

Non-Certification Track: without state certification

For ESL teachers of children and adults


