
LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 
University Leaders Endorsing Institutional Environment and Commitment to the Training Program 
(letters in alphabetical order by last name) 
Name University Leadership Position 
David B Allison, PhD Distinguished Professor 

Associate Dean, School of Public Health 
Director, Nutrition Obesity Research Center 
Senior Scientist, UAB Center for Exercise Medicine 
 

Etty Benveniste, PhD Professor and Chair, Department of Cell, Developmental, and Integrative 
Biology 
 

David Brown, PT, PhD Professor, Department of Physical Therapy 
Director, Rehabilitation Science Predoctoral Program 
Senior Scientist, UAB Center for Exercise Medicine 
 

David D Chaplin, MD, PhD Professor, Department of Microbiology 
Director, CCTS Education and Career Development Component 
 

Harold P Jones, PhD Professor and Dean, School of Health Professions 
 

Robert P Kimberly, MD Professor and Senior Associate Dean for Research, School of Medicine 
Director, Center for Clinical and Translational Science (CCTS) 
Director, Comprehensive Arthritis, Musculoskeletal, and Autoimmunity Center 
 

Richard B Marchase, PhD University Vice President for Research and Economic Development 
 

Susan M Rich, PhD Professor and Senior Associate Dean, The UAB Graduate School 
Director, Graduate Biomedical Sciences Program 
 

James Rimmer, PhD Professor and UAB Lakeshore Foundation Endowed Chair in Health 
Promotion and Rehabilitation Sciences 
Director, Lakeshore Foundation/UAB Research Collaborative 
Senior Scientist, UAB Center for Exercise Medicine and Center for Aging 
Director, National Center on Health, Physical Activity and Disability  
Director, Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center 
 

Lisa M Schwiebert, PhD Associate Dean, Office of Postdoctoral Education 
Associate Professor, Department of Cell, Developmental, and Integrative 
Biology 
Scientist, UAB Center for Exercise Medicine 
 

Ray L Watts, MD Senior Vice President for Medicine 
Dean, School of Medicine 
James C. Lee Endowed Chair 
Senior Scientist, UAB Center for Exercise Medicine 
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT cont’d 
 
Institutional Advisory Panel for the Training Program (letters in alphabetical order by last name) 
Name University Leadership Position 
David B Allison, PhD 
Panel Chair 

Distinguished Professor 
Associate Dean, School of Public Health 
Director, Nutrition Obesity Research Center 
Senior Scientist, UAB Center for Exercise Medicine 
 

Robin G Lorenz, MD, PhD Professor, Departments of Pathology and Microbiology 
Director, Medical Scientist Training Program 
 

M Patrick McNees, PhD Associate Dean for Research and Enterprise Development, School of 
Health Professions 
 

J Scott Richards, PhD Professor and Vice Chair, Department of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation, School of Medicine 
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