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AJHG Society Journal Model

• Access for Society members
• Society members pay nothing to publish
• Subscription access to institutions
• All articles are open six months after publication
• Author option to pay for open access at publication
• Editorial office

• Editor
• Deputy Editor
• Scientific Editor
• Editorial Assistant

• Board of Associate Editors
• Published by Cell Press
• ASHG benefits from revenues but does not determine editorial 

content
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Types of Journals

• Society (AJHG)
• For profit (Nature Genetics, Neuron, Cell)
•Academic press (HMG, Genome Research)
•Open access (PLoS Genetics)



What are the editors looking for?

• A paper that tells a story
• That is within the scope of the journal
• That is supported by the data presented
• That is succinct and well written
• That is without overblown conclusions



Impact Factor

http://explore.cogentoa.com/knowledge-base/things-you-might-not-know-about-impact-factor



Preprint Servers



Cascade 
Publishing
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Reasons for Reject without Review

• Out of scope
• Poorly written
• Insufficient evidence



Tips for Reviewers

• Respond to request promptly (even if the answer is no)
• If you can’t do it, suggest someone else
• Don’t comment on acceptance or rejection in comments to authors
• Be sure that your comments to editor are consistent with comments 

to author
• Don’t rehash the paper in the review
• Don’t rewrite the paper for the author
• Be specific in your comments and be sure they are consistent with 

your recommendations
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After Review

• Politely address reviewers’ suggestions
• You don’t have to agree with all suggestions, but explain your thinking
• Split reviews
• Challenging a decision
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