Rubric for the Defense of the Ph.D. 
Student Name ___________________ Date___________

Evaluator__________________________________

	                                                       Score (1 is poor, 5 is excellent)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	A. Public Defense
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Introduction to research
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Clearly-stated objectives
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Use of appropriate methodology
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Use of appropriate data presentation (graphics, tables, figures)
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Appropriate conclusions
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Acknowledge collaboration and support
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Ability to show broad context, biological relevance
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Answers questions effectively
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Overall general presentation skills
	
	
	
	
	

	B. Private Defense
	
	
	
	
	

	1. Has clear understanding of concepts and conclusions
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Understands weaknesses, alternative conclusions, pitfalls
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Able to discuss future direction of research 
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Knowledge of grantsmanship
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Plan for dispensation of the thesis results
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Plan for career development
	
	
	
	
	


Satisfied all required contingencies (if any):  __________ Yes  __________No __________ N/A
Completion of the Defense:  __________   Pass  __________   Fail 

Comments __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
