Rubric for Admission to Candidacy for Ph.D. 
Student Name ______________________________ Date___________

Evaluator__________________________________

	                                                       Score (1 is poor, 5 is excellent)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1. Understands general concepts in the areas of ecology and organismal biology.
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Understands general concepts in the areas of sub-organismal biology.
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Understands general concepts in the areas of cellular and sub-cellular biology.
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Understands specific concepts related to area of research.
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Has an understanding of the scientific method, including
	
	
	
	
	

	a. determination of a hypothesis
	
	
	
	
	

	b. appropriate experimental design
	
	
	
	
	

	c. recognition of alternative hypotheses 
	
	
	
	
	

	d. recognition of potential problems and pitfalls
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Has developed technical skills in area of research
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Can design appropriate experimental procedures independently
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Can analyze and interpret experimental results
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Familiarity of related literature
	
	
	
	
	

	10. Knowledge of statistics relative to research project
	
	
	
	
	

	11. Communicates concepts effectively - written
	
	
	
	
	

	12. Communicates concepts effectively - oral
	
	
	
	
	


__________   Admitted to Candidacy

__________   Admitted to Candidacy with Contingency* 

__________   Not admitted to Candidacy

*Contingency ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
